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Equipping churches 
and church planters 
to use sports to 
make disciples of 
Jesus Christ among 
young people, their 
families, and their 
communities.

Dear friends,

Although the balls were mostly idle in 2020, the relationships were 
not! God had sovereignly placed more than 13,000 Sports Friends 
trained coaches in communities all around the world to be His agents 
of love, care, and compassion for such a time as this. 

The testimonies keep pouring in, of how the name of Jesus has been 
lifted high as many declared their surprise and deep gratitude to see 
our coaches showing up on their doorsteps with rice or guinea corn, 
bottles of oil, and supplies of masks and soap. Moved by the practical 
love of Christ, hearts have been turned toward Him and the number of 
young people desiring to be part of Sports Friends teams has increased 
in many of our locations around the world.

We don’t know all the specifics of what God is doing through this  
pandemic. Nor do we know how long this trial will last. But we know 
that He is on the move, and that there is hope in creation’s groaning; 
for the world’s Creator is also its Redeemer, and He has promised that 
something greater is coming.

“For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. 
Who hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for what we do not 
yet have, we wait for it patiently.” (Romans 8:24-25)

With thankfulness for your continued partnership,

Blessings,

Tripp Johnston
Sports Friends Co-Founder and Director



We responded to COVID-19 by 
identifying the needs of coaches, 
players, and their families, 
knowing that we work in a 
context of poverty… many people 
are hungry. There is no food. 

- Ishaya, Sports Friends Nigeria team leader

Sports Friends Nigeria has long ministered in 
the context of severe poverty, persecution, and 
instability. This last year, as COVID-19 struck, 
they also faced the question of how best to 
show the love of Christ when their homeland 
was one of the top seven countries in the world 
experiencing severe food crisis.

“Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes 
and daily food. If one of you says to them, ‘Go in 
peace; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing 
about their physical needs, what good is it?”
James 2:15-16
 
Due to the wonderful response to our Caring 
for Coaches and Communities campaign, 
our team were able to buy food, salt, soap, 
and masks, and put together aid packages for 

Unannounced 
Miracles from 
Unexpected 
Hands 
STORIES FROM THE FIELD: NIGERIA

“

”



coaches, young people, and their fam-
ilies. They sent out texts to encourage 
as many of their coaches as they could, 
and found out which people needed 
food. Ishaya praised the hard work of 
his colleague, Icy, who was the main aid 
distributor: “We acquired an old van and 
refurbished it; Icy traveled everywhere to 
see that the support packs were properly 
distributed.” 

Icy responded, “Thank God for the 
opportunity. People were expecting the 
government to do this [aid distribution]. 
They didn’t expect it from anyone else. 
Sports Friends has shared over four times 
the amount of food that the government 
has given the people. In one state we went 
to, the local religious leader came and 
asked if this was a government aid program. 
We told him we were a sports ministry, a 
segment of the church, and we were there 
to show love. He was deeply impacted. 
Many others testified that this was a direct 
answer to prayer.”

Our team shared many stories of  
encouragement surrounding the 
distributions:

One coach who has served with Sports 
Friends for many years called Icy to say 
thank you. “Last night I prayed and asked 
God to send help to me. Today I received 
exactly what I needed; it was exactly what I 
asked God to send me. Thank you.”

There was another young man who had 
coached with Sports Friends and is now 
in seminary, training to be a pastor. Over 
the past two days he’d eaten only one 
meal. He was trusting God that some-
thing would come to him that day. Oth-
erwise, he planned to just drink water 
and go to sleep that night.  

Icy and his team had got hold of his num-
ber and called him, unannounced.  
“When we met him with a large package 
of food and supplies, he burst into tears, 
crying out in joy for the gift.”

Another man they delivered a package 
to also wept with relief and gratitude. 
Two days prior his neighbor had got an 
aid package, and he had requested food 
as well. None came to him. Then Sports 
Friends brought supplies to his door. He 
was moved to tears. Icy and his team 
were touched to see a family man so 
moved because of food.

Ishaya reports, “When we do our sports 
ministry Basic Training, part of it is ana-
lyzing the context of our ministry. We live 
in a context of poverty, unemployment, 
and addiction. We ask: who is responsible 
to solve this problem? Some say it is the 
government’s job, but we zero in on the 
fact that is it our responsibility to solve the 
problems. It is OUR job to bring good news 
to the poor. What is theoretical in some 
places is very practical in our reality. In the 
West they have food banks, stipends, gov-
ernment support. Here, nobody does that… 
We see people crying over a gift they never 
expected. It is [powerful] to have these 
people in our hearts, and to be able to meet 
their practical needs. We thank God for this 
opportunity.”

Thank you for your support over this last 
year that has literally fed the hungry and 
brought hope into situations of true de-
spair. While we pray for the COVID-19 
pandemic to pass, in the meantime we 
seek every opportunity to demonstrate 
the presence and mercy of God right in 
the midst of it. 



Throughout 2020, we took time to review 
and evaluate all of our communications 
practices and platforms. We refreshed our 
vision and mission statements, our tagline, 
and our branding; re-emphasizing our focus 
on making disciples of Jesus Christ through 
sports. We also rolled out our new logo, 
which features a simplified ball to better 
reflect volleyball, netball, and other sports 
(not only soccer), and retains the handshake 
element to symbolise relationship and 
discipleship. We hope you like it as much 
as we do!

Check out our new website! 

Same Name, New Face!

sports-friends.org
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Conspiracy of Hope
Sports Friends coaches in Southeast Asia 

know that God is always moving, stirring 

in hearts that long for truth, freedom, 

hope, and honor. They know He works in 

both the most obvious and in the most 

obscure places, so they ask the Lord for 

specific guidance in their work: who is it 

that God has positioned them to connect 

with, and where has God prepared 

hearts to receive His message of love 

and forgiveness? 

STORIES FROM THE FIELD: SE ASIA

*Name changed As Coach Le* prayed for direction, God 

began to instill in him His heart for a 

certain people group who were known 

to be closed to outside ideas. They were 

difficult to speak to about Christ, and 

there were no known believers among 

the local population. So Coach Le began 

to ask God for opportunities to build 

relationships with them. 

When he went to the car wash one day, 

Coach Le saw a young man slumped in 

the back. He looked weary. The coach 

invited him to come and join his soccer 

team, but the young man declined, 

replying that he was too tired to play. 

On Coach Le’s next trip to the car 

wash, however, this same young man 

approached him and asked if he could 

still be invited. He was ready to try 

it now. Of course he was welcome, 

and soon he was attending practices 

regularly. After four or five months of 

watching the love of Christ in action, the 

young man decided he wanted to follow 

this Jesus who would find him in the car 

wash, teach him on the soccer field, and 

promise to be with him everywhere.

A few months later, this new disciple 

brought three of his friends with him to 

soccer practice. They were all chatting 

together in a different dialect than the 

team typically used, so Coach Le asked 

him what they were speaking. It was the 

language of the people group he had 

been praying for access to for over a 

year! God had been reaching this people 

group through him while Coach Le was 

still unaware, and was actively pursuing 

the hearts of more.

After two years of growth and 

discipleship, the young man from the car 

wash was trained by Sports Friends and 

returned to his village as a coach himself. 

He wanted to extend the promise of 

Jesus’ love and forgiveness to other 

young men and women. His people 

accepted him back among them, and now 

fifteen families have decided to follow 

Jesus and meet together as a church!

Father, thank You for Your constant 

provision and pursuit. You have made 

the rain to fall on the righteous and the 

unrighteous, and You have pursued us 

long before we ever thought of You. 

Please move in the hearts of those 

in Southeast Asia; turn Your people 

from idolatry and ancestral worship to 

recognize the living God, and receive 

Life through Your Name. Empower 

believing men and women to bear 

witness to Your name. Direct their 

words and steps to effectively deliver 

Your word. Let Your kingdom come!

God had been reaching 
this people group 
through him while 
Coach Le was still 
unaware, and was 
actively pursuing the 
hearts of more.

*Name changed



2020 at a glance

We Prayed:
With COVID-19 hitting hard in many 
of our fields, we began a regular time  

of online prayer with our Sports Friends 
family around the world. Praise God  
for our global team comprised of 12  

nationalities, and spread out across more 
than 40 locations and 14 time zones!

We Pivoted:
With the cancelation of team sports, 

some coaches began walking or running 
clubs with their players instead. 

These times presented unexpected 
opportunities to engage in deeper 

conversations about Christ. As camping 
ministry was also suspended, we adjusted 

our usual summer campaign to demonstrate 
the presence and love of God by providing 

food and aid to our most vulnerable 
coaches, young people, and their families.

We Paused:
As a ministry, we had more time  
and space to focus on important 
organizational initiatives such as 

defining and communicating 
our recruitment needs, rolling out 

our rebrand, and creating new 
camping and training resources.

We Picked Up The Phone:
Coaches became creative in 

connecting with their teams via 
phone calls, some even doing Bible 
studies together over the phone. 

Several coaches had to communicate with 
young people via their parents’ phones, 
which led to deeper relationships and 

more connection with families. 

God Provided: 
While the pandemic wreaked havoc on lives and nations, we saw 
God’s Spirit at work in more ways than ever. The gospel knows no 

boundary, no quarantine, no containment! Praise God for how He has 
continued to use the ministry of Sports Friends to bring the light of 
Christ to hundreds of thousands of young people around the world.

We Partnered:
Through working together with 

churches in our aid distribution efforts, 
relationships with our partner churches 
were greatly strengthened, both at the 

local and denominational level.

We Pioneered: 

With new challenges came new 
opportunities. We refined our 

methods and trialed new ways of 
working, such as Zoom events for our 
supporters to hear stories firsthand 

from our teams on the ground.



  Total revenue from donations: $769,217

 

  Expenses:  

     Sports Friends program expenses: 527,483

     SIM administrative expenses: 115,701

     Sports Friends promotion & fundraising expenses: 22,173

  Total expenses: 665,357

Surplus funds carried forward to next year (1): 103,860

For the fiscal year ending September 30, 2020

Financial Report

Our annual ministry cost is less than $3 per youth participant

We are 100% funded by contributions of friends like you!

(1) Includes funds set aside for continued aid distribution

2020 Program 
Expenses By Region

South America 3%

West Africa 15%

Southeast Asia  
26%

International
25%

East & Southern 
Africa  31%



Ways To Get Involved

sports-friends.org  |  1838 Gold Hill Rd, Fort Mill, SC 29708, USA

Prayer is the foundation of all that we do. 
Join us: sports-friends.org/pray

We have opportunities for short-term 
ministry trips, internships, and long-term 
service: sports-friends.org/go

Mobilize your church and/or friends to 
be involved in a strategic partnership: 
sports-friends.org/partner

We are 100% funded by contributions 
of friends like you. Make a gift at: 
sports-friends.org/give

Ways To Get Involved

  sportsfriends intl  |  sportsfriends_intl  |  @sports_friends 




