
2008 has been a year of great growth and fruitfulness in the Sports Friends ministry.  

We praise God for how he is using the simple, yet powerful platform of sports ministry 

to transform lives and strengthen communities.  We also want to say òThank You!ó to 

our many friends and supporters.  Without your encouragement, prayers and financial 

support, this ministry would not be possible.  We hope you are encouraged by the     

images and stories below of Godõs work in 2008. 

 

When we started this ministry with SIM 6 years ago, we would have never imagined all 

that God had planned for us and so many others He has called to serve with us in the 

Sports Friends ministry.  We are humbled and continually amazed as we see God using 

sports ministry to impact many peopleõs lives for all eternity. 

 

We are currently working with over 1,500 churches or church planters in Africa and 

Asia that have started sports ministry programs which together have over 40,000 

youth involved as participants. Trained sports ministry leaders are working with these 

youth to share with them (and their families) the love and word of God.  During the 

last year alone, we have seen over 4,000 youth choose to trust in Christ as their Lord 

and Savior and have seen over 50 new churches planted through sports ministry.  Thou-

sands of additional youth are growing in their faith as they are mentored by our lead-

ers.  We praise God for His marvelous deeds in 2008!  

2008 Ministry Profile  

A New Scoreboard  

òDid you win?ó  This is the first question asked universally 

around the world of people participating in sports.  In fact, for 

many people it is the only thing that matters ð winning!  Sports 

Friends, however, is training thousands of Christian coaches, 

church leaders and church planters to value a new scoreboard ð 

a scoreboard where friendships made and deepened, Christian 

character    developed, new lives committed to Christ, faith 

strengthened, and new churches planted are the measure of 

what is important in the sports programs ð not just who wins.  

Sports Friends  

2008 Year - End Review 



There is something extremely powerful about the relationship between a 

coach and players.  The impact of a coach who shows love and attention to 

young people is tremendous.  Sport provides a great environment for a coach 

to discuss with his players important character issues and life lessons about 

self control, respect for authority, honesty, teamwork and commitment.  

These discussions naturally transition to the truths of the Bible.  Sports 

Friends teaches coaches how to be positive life influencers, to identify 

teachable moments, to catch the good in youth, to love and encourage, to in-

corporate Biblical teaching, to introduce youth to Jesus Christ, and to disci-

ple them into greater Biblical maturity.  Since 2002, Sports Friends has 

trained over 5,000 coaches and sports ministers to invest their lives to posi-

tively influence a generation of youth in Africa and Asia.  

òJoshua, a church planter trained by Sports Friends, has been trying to reach a village in rural Nigeria for many 

months.  He recently began using soccer to build a relationship bridge to the boys in the area.  Through soccer, he 

is developing deep, meaningful friendships.  Sport has become the key which the Lord is using to unlock the hearts 

of these youth.  Many youth in the village have recently come to faith in Christ, and they are having a powerful 

impact on their families as well.  They have started a small church, and Joshua is discipling them throughout the 

week.  While visiting this village recently, one father told us he has noticed a significant change in his boys since 

they trusted in Christ and he is very attracted to Christianity but is being held back by traditional beliefs and 

pressure from other elders in the community.  Please pray for him.  He could be a key to unlock the hearts of the 

adults in this Nigerian village.ó ð report from Chris Lemanski, SF leader in Nigeria.  

 

Throughout Nigeria and Ethiopia, church planters trained in sports ministry, like Joshua, are using the platform of 

sports to build relationships with youth and their families that lead to opportunities to share the love and word of 

God.  Through sports ministry, God is planting and building His church in areas previously closed to the Gospel.  In 

2008, over 50 such churches were started through sports ministry (over 130 in the last three years).  

Coach as Life Influencer  

New Churches Planted  

A Coachõs Testimony 

òOnce I had a vision, a dream that God gave me.  It was like a movie.  I saw 

all my relatives and a church to build and organize and I heard God say, 

ôServe My Church.õ  That is why I left being a teacher and went to Bible 

school for two years.  Godõs passion for lost souls was burning in my heart, 

and I had a desire to reach out to the remote regions of Ethiopia.  At the 

Ethiopian missionary school I attended, we were taught many methods for 

winning the lost.  I chose three ð sports ministry, medical treatment, and 

literacy program ð and took them to Bora, to the Borana people, a nomadic, 

unreached people group near the border of Kenya.  Of the three strate-

gies, sports proved to be the best tool; it helped me to build friendships 

quickly with the people.  That was four years ago.  In the first year, there 

were 180 new believers!  The community was happy to give us a piece of 

land, so we have no hindrance to using sports to reach people.ó ð Testimony 

of Asfaw in Ethiopia.  
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